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Cole’s Summary and Synthesis Project 

Text A – Hillbillies in Higher Ed

AI: “Hillbillies in Higher Ed” centers on Emelie K. Peine, a professor in international political economy at the University of Puget Sound. Emelie, who grew up in a city of 250,000, found herself confronted with the stark differences in perceptions between rural and urban students. During an introduction with a new student, she was taken aback when he expressed fear about visiting Tennessee due to preconceived notions of racism. This sparked Emelie’s idea for a project in which students would select a song, film, or artwork that depicted rural life and then analyze it culturally.
As they engaged with the project, many urban students confronted and reassessed their biases against rural communities, leading to significant shifts in their viewpoints. Emelie felt a sense of fulfillment in her role as a professor, believing she had successfully guided her students away from extremist ideas and fostered a deeper understanding and respect for both rural and urban experiences.


Mine: 	“Hillbillies in Higher Ed” centers around Emelie K. Peine, a professor in an international political economic program at the University of Puget Sound. Emile grew up in a city with a quarter of a million people, which to many other students would be small, though the divide in perceptions of rural areas to urban grown individuals was about to show. One day when Emelie was introducing herself to a new student, the student brought up in conversation how they always wanted to go see Tennessee, a very rural state, but were scared to go because he heard they were racist; In that moment Emelie was stunned and fascinated at what she had heard at the same time. Emilie constructed an idea of creating a project where students had to find a song, film, or visual piece of artwork that represented rurality and then culturally dissect the work. Throughout the project many of the urban born students realized their formerly unknown prejudice to rural communities, changing their perceptions and world views considerably. Thanks to this project Emilie felt as if she fulfilled her goal as a political economic professor by helping people steer away from extremist views and helped others change for the betterment of themselves and those around them. (“As our politics become increasingly polarized along the rural/urban axis, and fringe extremists and sideshow barkers find increasingly legitimate platforms in our halls of government, we must ask our students, comfortably ensconced in the moral high ground of the woke university, why our student DEI trainings include lessons on appropriative Halloween costumes but not “white trash” parties.”  Peine 5) whether they grew up in a rural or urban area. 







Text B – Blessed are the White Trash

AI: "Blessed are the White Trash" tells the story of a marginalized community navigating the challenges of poverty, prejudice, and resilience. The protagonist reflects on their upbringing and the societal stigma attached to their identity, exploring themes of class struggle and self-acceptance. Despite the hardships, there’s a strong sense of pride and community among those labeled as “white trash.”
A notable quote from the story is: “We are the forgotten, but we carry our stories like armor.” This encapsulates the resilience of the characters and their determination to find dignity and strength in their circumstances, highlighting the richness of their experiences despite societal judgments.



Mine: “Blessed are the White Trash” is an autobiography by Joshua Wilkey, as he dives deep into the prejudice and negative stereotypes against individuals born and raised in the Appalachian Mountains.  As Joshua reflects upon his identical upbringing and compares his past to the life he lives current day, Joshua realizes that even though the mislabeled individuals of the Appalachian Mountains are heavily slandered with associations like “white trash”, they come across more human than urban folk at times. Regardless of where an individual may come from, Joshua continues to preach a wise message from a student’s reply he got in class ("I’m tired of an America where all the folks I’ve ever loved are dismissed as trash, where people are reduced to something subhuman simply because of where they live. I’m tired of having to explain it. I’m just goddamn tired." Wilkey 1) as everyone deserves to be treated equally, no matter where they may be from. 




















Text C - Synthesis Paragraph

AI: Both "Hillbillies in Higher Ed" and "Blessed are the White Trash" explore the prejudices faced by individuals from rural backgrounds, emphasizing the need for greater understanding and empathy between urban and rural communities. Emelie K. Peine's initiative at the University of Puget Sound illustrates how exposing urban students to cultural representations of rural life can challenge and transform their biases. Through creative projects that dissect songs, films, and artworks, students confront their preconceived notions, leading to a deeper appreciation of rural experiences. Similarly, Joshua Wilkey's autobiography candidly addresses the harmful stereotypes associated with Appalachians, particularly the derogatory label "white trash." He powerfully conveys the emotional toll of these judgments, echoing sentiments from his classroom that reflect a longing for recognition and respect for all individuals, regardless of their origins. Both texts ultimately advocate for a shift in perspective, urging readers to recognize the humanity and complexity of those they might unjustly dismiss, fostering a more inclusive dialogue about identity and belonging in America.


“Hillbillies in Higher Ed” and “Blessed are the White Trash” are two life stories that dive deep into the prejudice against individuals born and raised in the Appalachian Mountains. Both authors, as well as professors, who tell their autobiographies explain how they have lived both rural and urban lives, along with listing scenarios of how certain judgement of rural areas could come up in their day to day lives. Regardless of these facts though both authors aimed to bring attention to these stereotypes and eliminate discrimination against certain groups as a whole. While both authors had different methods of communicating these messages to their students, one even using an entire class project to open their eyes wider, shifting their world views, the goal stayed the same with a positive message behind to back the message up. Both stories are fantastic pieces of work, reminding us as humans to treat each other with love and help humanize this alienated world we live in. 














Writer’s Memo

Throughout this project, I had a lot of “issues” and “circumstances” I had to deal with while adapting to the behaviors of AI. I have never actually used AI before, like ever, from what I can think of, besides the times I would go on Google and search something with a response from the AI right at start. This project was the first instance to introduce me to the program Chat GPT; I had heard about the software before but never actually decided to attempt texting a prompt and watching the computer’s response process unfold in real time. I most definitely have some conflicts with Chat GPT. 
One choice I had to make while using Chat GPT was the use of revision. An aspect I noticed while using Chat GPT was that the AI wouldn’t always understand the prompt being handed. An example of this was how AI always used words that most humans would likely almost never use, or even know, and if they did, they likely wouldn’t think of using in their school project or day to day life. When I asked Chat GPT for certain tasks to be performed, the responses were interesting too. Some of those tasks would be like, “please create a summary of the autobiography ‘Hillbillies in Higher Ed’” and I would get almost a two-page long response not summarizing the text, but rather building off of the original text, digging into unnecessary, deeper, detail. When this would happen, I would be patient and simply correct or critique my original prompt. 
Another choice I had to make while using Chat GPT was ethical consideration of even using the program in the first place. When I wrote my revisions, I refused copy and paste a single thing from the originally text as I felt like that would be mere patchwork rather than a real revision, so I rewrote the entire text just trying to emphasize the main messages behind the stories while really only following the skeletal structure Chat GPT had handed from the original prompt.
Just like focusing on the original prompt, I found myself in a dilemma and a big decision, which kind of reminds me of my original thoughts I had before I started this project. Why should we keep AI? As AI becomes more rampant nowadays, laziness, shortening attention spans (mine included), and a lack of independent thought seems to be on the rise. Don’t get me wrong, the dismissal of AI’s capabilities would be pretty ignorant, I’m just trying to bring up the idea of critical thought. AI simply copies off of existing works on the internet and adapts it in certain ways to present that work in as “new” when in reality, the program is just performing plagiarism; AI does not have a conscious like animals though, so can one really blame its actions. 
Regardless of my issues with AI, and the issues I had communicating with the program, AI is a fantastic tool that will only be used more often in this new day and age. Can the brilliance of independent, critical thought coexist with the efficiency of AI? Just take a look at these class projects!





Works Cited

Summarize the story Hillbillies in Higher Ed, Chat GPT, 9/19/24, https://chatgpt.com/.(AI 1)

Peine, Emelie K. “Hillbillies in Higher Ed: Confronting Anti-Rural Bias in Academia.” The Daily Yonder, Newspack, 18 Aug. 2023, dailyyonder.com/commentary-hillbillies-in-higher-ed-confronting-anti-rural-bias-in-academia/2023/08/22/. (Story 1)

Please summarize the story Blessed Are the White Trash along with a quote from the story, Chat GPT, 9/20/24, https://chatgpt.com/.(AI 2)

Wilkey , Joshua. “Blessed Are the White Trash.” Joshua Wilkey: Essays from Appalachia, 5 May 2017, www.thisappalachialife.com/single-post/2017/05/05/blessed-are-the-white-trash. (Story 2)

Create a synthesis summary of both “Blessed Are the White Trash” and “Hillbillies in Higher Ed”, Chat GPT, 9/20/24, https://chatgpt.com/. (AI 3)



























